
THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE OCEAN PARK ASSOCIATION

A 250  to Remember!th

THE BELL TOWER
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Ocean Park  proudly  ce lebrated  In depen den ce  Day
with  an oth er  m em orable  Four th  o f  Ju ly  f i l led  wi th
patr iot i sm,  t ra d i t ion ,  an d  community  sp i r i t  as  we
a lso  comm em orated  Am er ica ' s  250 th  b i r th day.  Th e
m orn in g  began wi th  th e  decorated  b icyc le  contest
before  th e  Ocean  Park  Ban d led  th e  75th  Annual
In depen den ce  Day  Para de  through th e  v i l la ge .  As
a lways ,  th e  para de  brought  togeth er  res idents  an d
v is i tors  o f  a l l  a ges ,  wi th  co lor fu l  f loats ,  decorated
bicyc les ,  community  organizat ions ,  an d  p lenty  o f
red ,  whi te ,  an d  b lue  on  d isp lay.  Fo l lowin g  th e
para de ,  fami l ies  gath ered  at  th e  Be l l  Tower  to  en joy
a  patr iot ic  con cer t  by  th e  Ocean  Park  Ban d ,
cont inu in g  a  ch er ish ed  t ra d i t ion  that  has  de l ighted
gen erat ions .

Th e  ce lebrat ion  cont inued through out  th e  day  wi th
a c t iv i t ies  for  ever yon e  to  en joy.  V is i tors  browsed
th e  Sa co  Bay  Ar t i s ts  Ar t  Sh ow &  Sa le ,  jo in ed  th e
Kazoo  Ban d ,  competed  in  th e  evenin g  Corn  Hole
Compet i t ion ,  an d  wrapped up  th e  fest iv i t ies  wi th
l in e  dan c in g  in  V i l la ge  Square .  Thanks  to  th e
Educat iona l  Bureau  for  organiz in g  a  ce lebrat ion  o f
Am er ica ' s  250 th  b i r th day  at  th e  Ban dstan d ,
featur in g  appearan ces  by  George  Washin gton ,
Th omas  Jef ferson ,  Mar tha  Washin gton ,  an d  Abiga i l
Adams,  pat r iot ic  mus ic  by  th e  OP Brass  Ban d ,  th e
cerem onia l  b i r th day  cake  cutt in g ,  fami ly  gam es ,
cupcakes ,  a  scaven ger  hunt ,  an d  p lenty  o f
oppor tuni t ies  to  ce lebrate  togeth er .

Events  l ike  th ese  are  what  make  Ocean  Park  such  a
spec ia l  p la ce .  Th ey  br in g  n e ighbors  togeth er ,
welcom e v is i tors  into  our  community,  an d  preser ve
th e  t ra d i t ions  that  have  been  en joyed  for
gen erat ions  whi le  c reat in g  n ew m em or ies  for
fami l ies  today.  Th e  Ocean  Park  Assoc iat ion  exten ds
i ts  s in cere  thanks  to  th e  many  vo lunteers ,
per form ers ,  sponsors ,  an d  par t ic ipants  wh ose  t im e
an d dedicat ion  ma de th is  year ' s  ce lebrat ion
poss ib le .  Thanks  to  a l l  that  reg is tered  for  th e
para de .  Th is  h e lps  protec t  OPA f rom any  i ssues  that
could  occur .  We look  for ward  to  cont inu in g  th is
be loved  t ra d i t ion  an d  ce lebrat in g  togeth er  a ga in
n ext  In depen den ce  Day.



Thank you to everyone who joined us for the
fourth annual Gratitude + Giving. It was a

wonderful evening celebrating the
generosity, spirit and strong sense of

community that make Ocean Park so special.
Thanks to your incredible support, the event

raised more than $46,000, resulting in
approximately $33,000 in net proceeds to

benefit the Ocean Park Association and its
ongoing work. 
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We are deeply grateful for your participation
and look forward to welcoming you back

next year. Watch for a 2027 Save the Date
later this year!

With over 200 people in attendance, we
honored Doug Moon, Judy Barrett

Breitmayer, Deb Dolan and Lisa Kidd as
Community Partner Award Winners. Steve &

Dayle Moreau and Debbie Sousa were our
Above and Beyond Recipients. The Lifetime

Service Award went to Dan Evans. Mark
Lauritano and Lauren Gallagher were our

Volunteers of the Year. A huge thank you to
the Event Committee and all our Volunteers

who play a huge role in these events.
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CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

https://mainehealthybeaches.org/
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ARTICLE  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

BERLINER PL AYGROUND CLIMBER INSTALLED

On e of  th e  n ewest  a ddi t ions  to  Mem or ia l  Park  i s  a l rea dy  h e lp in g  create  n ew
m em or ies  for  Ocean  Park  fami l ies .  Th e  Ocean  Park  Assoc iat ion  i s  deeply
gratefu l  to  J im Gra ce  for  gen erous ly  donat in g  th e  n ew cable  c l imber ,  located
behin d  th e  ex is t in g  p laygroun d n ear  Co lby  Avenue .  More  than  twenty  years  a go ,
J im's  own ch i ldren  spent  count less  h ours  p lay in g  on  a  s imi lar  c l imber ,  an d
th ose  happy  m em or ies  insp i red  h im to  g ive  today 's  ch i ldren  an d  fami l ies  th e
oppor tuni ty  to  en joy  th e  sam e k in d  of  a c t ive  p lay  an d  conn ec t ion .  

Th e  n ew equipm ent  o f fers  an  exc i t in g  cha l len ge  for  o lder  ch i ldren  whi le
en coura gin g  fami l ies  to  spen d t im e togeth er  outdoors ,  bu i ld in g  f r ien dships
an d makin g  m em or ies  that  wi l l  l as t  a  l i fe t im e .  J im a lso  donated  th e  or ig ina l
Mem or ia l  Park  p layset  in  2004 ,  an d  we s in cere ly  thank  h im for  h is  cont inued  
gen eros i ty  an d  commitm ent  to  makin g  Ocean Park  a  spec ia l  p la ce  for
gen erat ions  to  com e.



JULY  2026 VOL 46  |  ISN  7  |  PAGE 5

For a full list of upcoming events,
please visit the website for “This
Week in Ocean Park” and our
Booklet. Current OPA Members
may also pick up a physical
booklet at the OPA Office.

Notable events are listed below:

July 24  - 5k Race, 7 PMth

July 25  - Kids Fun Run, 10 AMth

July 26  - Sunday Service w/
Sandra Dorsainvil at The
Temple, 10 AM

th

July 27th-31  - Ocean Park
Kidz Got Talent Camp

st

August 1  - Illumination Night,
Strawberry Festival - 6:30 PM

st

      Walk About - 8 PM
August 2  - Sunday Service
w/ Dr. Doug Scalise at The
Temple, 10 AM

nd

August 3rd-7  - Beach
Olympics Camp

th

 

UPCOMING
EVENTS

IN MEMORIAM THE FOLLOWING IS A
LIST OF THOSE FRIENDS OF OCEAN
PARK WHOSE PASSING HAS COME
TO THE ATTENTION OF THE
ASSOCIATION SINCE THE PRINTING
OF OUR LAST BELL TOWER. TO
NOTIFY THE OCEAN PARK
ASSOCIATION OF THE PASSING OF A
LOVED ONE, PLEASE CONTACT THE
OFFICE AT OPA@OCEANPARK.ORG
OR BY PHONE. 

JOSEPH FINN
SACO, ME
JULY 2026

REMINDERS

You do not need cash for
program and events. Credit
cards will be accepted!
Interested in Volunteering?
There are several ways you
may do so. For more
information, click here.

The OPA Annual Meeting was held
on Saturday Morning, July 18
attended by more than 80 members,
where off icers, new members to the
Board and new committee members
were elected.

th,

https://oceanpark.org/
https://oceanpark.org/be-a-volunteer/
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Your trusted partner 

 

Now booking Winter Rentals in Ocean Park area Please email
Chris@OceanParkRealty.com for a no cost application. 

Summer rentals- August 22-29 discounts available. Ask about our off-season
rates extending into early October. 

We just SOLD 32 Temple Ave privately (no MLS). If this is something you’d be
interested in please send Chris an email. We have buyers interested in move in
ready year round properties as well as small cottages. 
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OCEAN PARK TRIVIA

LAST MONTH’S
ANSWERS: 

1.  C
2.  B 
3.  C
4.  C
5.  D

1 .  Wh o was  th e  f i r s t  "Matron"  o f  Th e  Cur t i s  Hom e?
    A .  Roxana  Buzze l l   B .  Susan  Por ter    C .  C lara  Dexter   D.  Mi ldred  Weeks

2 .  Wh o bu i l t  th e  Ocean  Park  Hote l  in  1882?
    A .  Mr .  A .  M  Jakeman  B .  Mrs .  I .C .  Estes   C .  Mr .  Pau l  c .  Cornwel l   D.  Mrs .  Agn es  L .
Parks

3 .  In  2012 ,  wh o was  th e  Des ignated  Broker  o f  Ocean  Park  Rea l ty ?
    A .  Ma ddie  Pa quette   B .  John  Hatch er   C .   Jakeman Jordan   D.   Edwin  Abbey

4 .  Wh o was  both  a  Recreat ion  D i rec tor  at  th e  Rec  Ha l l  an d  
  a l so  a  6  Gra de  Tea ch er  in  Cape  E l i zabeth?t h

     A .  Caro lyn  Barstow   B .  Pau l  Casey   C .   Gordon Ma cDonald   
     D.   J im Jenkins

5 .   Th is  1880s- era  bed  an d  breakfast  was  located  at  1  Temple  Ave  
      A .  OP Inn   B .   O ld  Orchard  B  &  B   C .   Th e  Inn  at  Temple
      D.  Webfoot  Inn

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/9CGDNLL
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