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OPA RAFFLE
Last  week  we  launched  our  f i r s t
ever  on l ine  ra f f le !  We  have  over

25  i tems  l i s ted  and  wi l l  be
add ing  a  few more .  He lp  suppor t

the  OPA miss ion  and  enter  to
win  some great  pr i zes  be fore

the  Ho l iday  season!  C l i ck  HERE
to  v iew the  ra f f le .

You  can  a l so  pu r chase  i n -pe r son  o r  by  phone  

The  Ocean  Park  Assoc ia t ion  wi l l  be  c los ing  Gu i ld
Park  to  the  pub l i c  f rom dawn to  dusk  on  October
29th  in  order  to  app ly  pest i c ide  to  the  lower
bark  o f  a  se lec t  number  o f  hemlock  t rees .  Th is  i s
be ing  done  in  compl iance  wi th  the  OPA
Integrated  Pest  Management  Po l i cy  to  combat
the  in fes tat ion  o f  woo ly  ade lg id  that  a re
weaken ing  the  t rees .  I t  w i l l  be  sa fe  for  the
pub l i c  to  use  the  park  aga in  beg inn ing  on
October  30th .

GUILD PARK UPDATE

https://oparaffle.chance2win.org/


OPA Program Counc i l  Ho lds  Inaugura l  Meet ing

The  Ocean  Park  Assoc ia t ion ’ s  newly  es tab l i shed  Program Counc i l
he ld  i t s  inaugura l  meet ing  on  October  15 ,  b r ing ing  together
representat ives  f rom across  the  Assoc ia t ion  to  s t rengthen
co l laborat ion  and  enhance  the  qua l i ty  and  var ie ty  o f  Ocean  Park
programming .  Cha i red  by  Pat ty  Hur ter ,  the  Counc i l  w i l l  he lp
coord inate  and  eva luate  programs  across  OPA ’s  four  p i l l a rs—
Rel ig ion ,  Educat ion ,  Recreat ion ,  and  Cu l ture—whi le  suppor t ing
the  commit tees  that  p lan  and  de l iver  them.  Among  i t s  f i r s t -year
pr ior i t ies  a re  improv ing  the  ba lance  o f  p rogram of fer ings ,
expand ing  communi ty  par t i c ipat ion ,  s t rengthen ing  program
eva luat ion ,  and  exp lor ing  new s ignature  programs  and
par tnersh ips .

The  Counc i l  rev iewed  the  2026  summer  season ,  wh ich  featured
approx imate ly  350  program exper iences .  In i t ia l  par t i c ipant
survey  resu l ts  were  overwhe lming ly  pos i t i ve ,  w i th  an  average
overa l l  ra t ing  o f  4 .7  out  o f  5 ,  a l though  add i t iona l  feedback  wi l l
be  sought  to  bet ter  unders tand  communi ty  in terests  and  needs .
D iscuss ion  focused  on  oppor tun i t ies  to  expand  a f ternoon
of fer ings ,  engage  more  teens  and  younger  fami l ies ,  encourage
intergenerat iona l  ac t iv i t ies ,  and  s t rengthen  connect ions  wi th
loca l  bus inesses .  Members  a l so  ident i f ied  improvements  in
aud iov isua l  techno logy ,  p rogram host ing ,  schedu l ing ,  and
par t i c ipant  feedback  that  wi l l  he lp  enhance  the  exper ience  for
presenters  and  a t tendees  a l ike .

A  h igh l ight  o f  the  meet ing  was  the  adopt ion  o f  “Anchor  in
Be long ing”  as  Ocean  Park ’ s  2027  theme.  Ce lebrat ing  communi ty ,
connect ion ,  and  the  many  ways  peop le  f ind  a  sense  o f  be long ing
in  Ocean  Park ,  the  theme wi l l  p rov ide  a  common thread  across
programs,  ac t iv i t ies ,  and  spec ia l  events .  The  Counc i l  env is ions
creat ive  oppor tun i t ies  to  br ing  the  theme to  l i fe  through  the
ar ts ,  educat ion ,  recreat ion ,  worsh ip ,  and  communi ty-wide
in i t ia t ives .  As  p lann ing  for  the  2027  season  gets  underway ,  the
Counc i l  l ooks  forward  to  work ing  wi th  OPA commit tees  and
communi ty  members  to  bu i ld  on  Ocean  Park ’ s  cher i shed
trad i t ions  whi le  we lcoming  new ideas ,  new par t i c ipants ,  and
new opportun i t ies  to  connect .
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Our new musical director is a familiar face!
Written by John Lamb

After serving as musical director for half of the 
2026 season, Brian De Young will return as 
Ocean Park’s full-time director in 2027.

Brian, a pianist, organist, and vocalist based out
 of Minneapolis, is known for his colorful 
performances, spirited collaborations, and dynamic teaching. He
brings passion and excellence to all he does.

“He is warm, genuinely interested in the Ocean Park Community, and
very giving of himself, " says Linda Lauritano, president of the Ocean
Park Association.

Last summer, Brian shared musical director duties with Ryan Rogers,
who began a position at the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire this
fall.

Also a skilled bass-baritone, Brian has sung with the Grand Rapids
Symphony Chorus, Minnesota Renaissance Choir, and the Italian
Baroque ensemble Consortium Carissimi. He has conducted church
and community choirs in Iowa, Michigan, and Minnesota and currently
serves as Director of Music at Olivet Congregational Church in Saint
Paul.

Brian studied organ performance at Dordt University, church music at
Trinity Lutheran Seminary, and piano pedagogy at Grand Valley State
University.

In its recommendation, the Search Committee called Brian “an
exceptionally strong candidate who combines profound spirituality,
exceptional musicianship, collaborative leadership, and genuine
community engagement. Many respondents indicated they could
readily envision him serving successfully as Ocean Park's Music
Director for many years.”

"I am so excited to be officially joining the Ocean Park community as
your new Music Director!” says Brian. “My family and I fell in love
with this place during the first half of the summer, and Alena and our
daughters are equally eager to return. We're looking forward to many
more summers of music, worship, summer camps, meaningful
conversation, and all the other beautiful things Ocean Park has to
offer. See you in June!"
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Progress continued this summer with implementation of the
forest management plan. Wood chips were spread over the open
area by the Temple Ave. entrance to suppress weed growth. We
hope to restore this area in the future by planting native
vegetation. Many of the seedlings planted last spring have grown
during the summer with some now more than two feet tall.
Additional seedlings will be planted next spring. Also, natural
regeneration is occurring with maple, oak, and pine seedlings
now visible in the park. You may have noticed the orange tapes
around some of the hemlock trees in the park. These were
marked for pesticide treatment to the bark to minimize the
Wooly Adelgid infestation. 

We hope that this treatment along with annual releases of
adelgid-consuming beetles will ensure that the forest continues
to support hemlock trees in the future. Finally, we have
completed a forest inventory by tagging all 2,383 trees in Guild
Park with a diameter larger than 10 inches. We now have a
record of the tree type, location, and diameter of each tree
which will be used to track the health and future growth of the
forest. We thank volunteers Randy McMullin, Lee Murray, and
Bill Thorburn for the many hours they devoted to helping us
complete this task. Anyone interested in volunteering to help
with ongoing efforts to maintain the park should contact Justin
Foster, Chair of the OPA Environment & Natural Resources
Committee at oceanparkconservation@gmail.com.

UPDATE  FROM THE  ENVIRONMENT AND
NATURAL  RESOURCES  COMMITTEE  ON
FOREST  MANAGEMENT IN  GUILD PARK
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WINTER BORROWING FROM THE LIBRARY
OPA members can borrow books for three week periods over the
winter by emailing library staff at library@oceanpark.org. The
borrower will be notified by email when their book(s) are available
for pickup at the OPA office and can be returned there when done.

OPA office hours are 9 am to 3 pm Monday through Friday. 
The library catalog can be viewed at:
opac.libraryworld.com/library/MEMORIALOCEANPARK

mailto:library@oceanpark.org
http://opac.libraryworld.com/library/MEMORIALOCEANPARK


UPDATES

The following is a list of those
friends of Ocean Park whose
passing has come to the
attention of the Association
since the printing of our last Bell
Tower. To notify the Ocean Park
Association of the passing of a
loved one, please contact the
office at opa@oceanpark.org or
by phone.

Steven Hager 
October 18  th

Hawaii and Ocean Park
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UPCOMING EVENTS

FOLLOW US  ONLINE!

POST OFFICE NOTICE

Recently we updated our Board
of Directors page on our
website. Get to know your 26-27
Board HERE!

Jakeman Hall has been
upgraded to Fiber Internet! We
continue to make technology
changes around town to
improve connectivity. A big
thank you to Jim Grace for all
his assistance on this project.

IN MEMORIAM

The Ocean Park Post Office only
accepts USPS, FedEx, UPS and DHL.
These are the only accepted carriers
through the United States Post
Office.

Please include your street address
for any other personal package
deliveries. (Ex. Wal Mart, Home
Depot, etc.)

https://facebook.com/OPAmaine
https://www.instagram.com/opamaine
https://inkedin.com/company/ocean-park-association-maine
https://oceanpark.org/
https://oceanpark.org/board-of-directors/
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For  Sa le  in  Ocean  Park
17  Randa l l  Ave

C l a s s i c  s easona l  co t t age  on
spac i ous  co rne r  l o t  two  b l o ck s

f r om the  beach .
4  bed rooms

1  ba th
NEWLY PRICED!  $695 ,000

Ocean  Park  Rea l ty  has  winter  renta l s  ava i lab le  now unt i l  June
2027.  Reach  out  to  chr i s@oceanparkrea l ty . com to  inqu i re .

WINTER RENTALS  2026/27

17  Ancona  Avenue -  4  bed rooms  -$3500 /mon th  p l u s  u t i l i t i e s .  
1  Ocean  Ave . ,  #308 -  2  bed rooms -  i n c l udes  u t i l i t i e s  $2000 /mon th .  

Un i t  36  a t  Ocean  Pa r k  Meadows -  $1985 /mon th  p l u s  some  u t i l i t i e s -  2
bed rooms  one  l e ve l

1  Weymou th  F i r s t  l e ve l -  1  bed room
65  Co l by -  3  bed rooms -  $2000 /mon th  p l u s  u t i l i t i e s .  

27  W inona  Ave . -  3  bed rooms -  $2000 /mon th  p l u s  u t i l i t i e s .  
Un i t  71  a t  Ocean  Pa r k  Meadows -  2  bed rooms -  LEASED

42  Massachuse t t s  Ave . -  2  bed rooms -  LEASED
25  Massachuse t t s  Ave . - 4  bed rooms -  LEASED

1  Casco  l owe r -  2  bed rooms -  LEASED

mailto:chris@oceanparkrealty.com
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